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For Mina Streich, the Orlando Global Peace Film Festival’s director, obstacles are made to be overcome — and big-name allies are ready to help.
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It's a labor of love
and persistence,
but organizing
the Orlando
Global Peace
Film Festival
has won activist
Nina Streich
global respect.

By MICHAEL McLEOD || SENTINEL STAFF WRITER

ach year when Nina Streich comes to Central Flori-
da to organize the Orlando Global Peace Film Festi-
val, she takes on a lifestyle that fits right into an en-

terprise with such a retro, neo-hippie ring to it.
She holes up in a windowless, $400-a-month of-
fice, working long hours with idealistic volunteers
who have wanity license plates proclaiming “IWRLD" and
“PEACEZ1L" She crashes in spare bedrooms, drives around town
ina borrowed Mazda with 130,000 miles on it, and begs corporate
sponsors, usually unsuccessfully, for money to fund the late-Sep-

tember festival.

But while local doors are still being slammed in her face, the

wiorld has come knocking.

Exotic names pop up on her
e-mail: Anwarul K. Chowdhu-
ry, Yael Gourvitch, Tendo Oto
— an array of contacts that
spans a variety of continents
and time zones.

Streich is in the middle of a
three-vear contract to stage
peace film festivals in three
Japanese cities. She is working
with the Chinese government
to set up a peace film festival
there, with an emphasis on en-

vironmental issues. And late
last year, she flew to the Israeli
border town of Eilat and found
herself in the middle of discus-
sions berween officials from
Jordan, Israel and the Paris
Peace Committee.

The outcome: In March of
2008, a series of peace-related
films will be shown in a tent
erected on the border between
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Global Peace Film
Festival facts

W TheGlobal Peace
Fllrn Festival will take
place Sept. 26-30.

B Fllms will be
screened at CltyArts Fac-
tory, the Odando Sclence
Center and Rollins Col-
lege.

W Tickets are 58 per
fllm. Passes for the entire
festival are 599 and 5194,

W Passes and tickats
are avallabla online at
peaceflimfestong., and at
the Q Gallery In the
CltyArts Factory, 29 5. 0r-
ange Ave,, from 11 am.
1o 7 pam.
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Streich’s per51stence Impresses commumty leaders

STREICH rromm

the two countries, so that citi-
zens of Israel and Jordan can
watch them together.

‘T was dumbfounded. T was
sitting there, thinking: This is
real. This is happening,’ ” she re-
calls.

It was all the more amazing,
given the festival’s roclgy local
history.

Shaky beginnings

Streich, 53, was living in New
York City as a freelance produc-
er of film festivals and other
film-related events when she
was infroduced in 2002 to a man
wheo called himself Abdul Tawa-
la Ibn Ali Alishtari. He said he
wanted to fund an annual film
festival, to be called the Orlando
Global Peace Film Festival, and
stage it in Central Florida, where
he had relatives.

She took the job, using her
contacts 10 put prestigious
names on the advisory commit-
tee: Yoko Ono, Susan Sarandon,
Martin Sheen, Philip Glass, Lee
Grant. Then she flew to Orlando
to set up shop.

But there were problems
from the beginning, not just
with residents suspicious of the
very notion of a peace film festi-
val —People kept asking me:
“Why do you hate President
DBush? " — but with her mysteri-
OUS SPONSoT.

He was uninterested in the
nuts and bolts of putting the fes-
tival together. He had no idea
about what films to include. And
as deadlines neared, he had bad
news: He was under investiga-
tion for fraud, and his assets had
been frozen.

“He had all these lofty ideas
about the festival being the most
Lrn]:nm'ram event in the history of
mankind,” she recalled. “I'd say:
“There won't be any event if you
don't come up with the mon-
ey ”

Though the funds material-
ized as promised and the festival
went on as planned, friends ad-
vised Streich to cut her ties and
move on. She couldn't bring
herself to do it. It was too much
of a dream job for her, uniting
two subjects that had intrigued
her since childhood: movie-
making and social causes.
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In her crowded office on a Universal Studios back lot, Mina Streich negotiates festival detalls with a contact in China.

Taste of activism

Streich was born in the U.5.
but grew up in London, where
her family moved in the 1960s
because of an opportunity for
her father, who produced com-
mercials.

Many of his friends were left-
ist-leaning American writers
and actors who had emigrated
to the UL after being blaclklist-
ed in Hollywood during the anti-
communist crusades of the Mc-
Carthy era. Streich became fas-
cinated with their cause and
their ideals, as much as their sto-
ries about the entertainment in-
dustry.

She started working as an ed-
itor, and eventually returned to
the 11.5. to take a job editing
movie previews. Eventually, she
shifred toward politics and so-
cial causes. In 1982, she got in-
volved in a disarmament rally in
Mew York City that was in re-
sponse to the development of
neutron bombs and the notion
of a“winnable nuclear war.”

Later she worked for Michael

THOP 5. SR, SETTUR Sl — S P o - P ol NGO R, )
HAES RPOREEARAAEHERS NHOUERNE. 0B GEE. TOEFL-EXG,
U AT e P T R R £ 5 T

-4

B R TR R
DRI CTOA T+ 7HM . (¥

COURTESY OF MIMA STREICH

A Japanese billboard adwvertising a film festival Nina Streich helped to
arrange places her photo top and center.

Dukakis' presidential cam-
paign, then as deputy commis-
sioner for David Dinkins, New
York City's first black mayor.
The taste of social activism
she'd gotten from those jobs
made shaping a world peace

just too much for her to resist.

50 she stayed with the Orlan-
do Global Peace Film Festival
and developed a philosophy
about what kind of films to show
that would reach beyond the an-
ti-war stereotype, touching on a

‘Every year, with this
festival, there has been
@ reason to give up.
But every year, there’s
always been
something to keep me
going.’

— NINA STREICH

variety of subjects: immigration
issues, the ervironment, inner-
city problems, cultural clashes.

Gradually, she developed lo-
cal contacts. All of the interna-
tional projects Streich is work-
ing on developed through film-
makers, viewers and volunteers
she met in Orlando. Many of the
connections she has made here
come from unexpected places
and points of view.

“T'm the most unlikely guy in
the world to say good things
about somebody like Nina,”
says Carl Coleman Sr., a friend

and a Vietnam war veteran who
piloted Cobra gunships. “T lock
at people like that, tree huggers,
peace people, and they don't
make much sense to me. But Ni-
na's a good thinker, fora Demeo-
crat. We don't change each oth-
er’s minds. But we've had some
good conversations.”

Persistence pays off

Streich's persistence has im-
pressed decision makers in the
COMMmuUnity.

“Peaple in this industry make
grand predlcnnns and promises
all day lo says Suzy Allen,
vice prB:resu:rllegm of film mzlg digital
media for the Orlando Film
Commission. “To Nina's credit,
she makes a promise and sticks
to it.”

She also knows how to play
hardball. She took control by
pulling together a board of di-
rectors, which shifted authority
away from Alishtari, the festi-
val's talkative founder. Eventu-
ally the board voted to cut off all
ties to him.

In February, Streich wasata
meeting at the United Nations
with an official interested in the
Japanese film festivals when her
cell phone and laptop went cra-
zy with messages. Alishtari had
been charged in U.5. District
Court in Manhattan with money
laundering, fraud — and sup-
porting terrorism activities in
Pakistan and Afghanistan with a
$25,000 donation.

“l was in a tailspin for two
weelss,” says Streich. “T couldn'’t
talk to anybody.”

Eventually, she realized that
the news was just another hur-
dle.

“Every year, with this festival,
there has been a reason to give
up,” she says. “But every year,
there’s always been something
to keep me going. This year isno
exception.”

Michael McLeod can be reached at 407-
A430-5352 or at
mmcleoditorlandosentine.com.

Coming Friday

Learn more about the Global
Peace Flim Festival and get re-
views of selected festival films
Friday In Calendar and at
OrlandoSentinel.com/movies.
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